8: pf 2 . 
fq 


* 0 eee Ne 4 - Na 
1 — n 5 


5 E N IJ 


PEOPL E F 
GREAT. L NI 


Concerning the Preſent 


STATE * AFFAIRS 5 


WITH 


33 upon ſome Paſſages : 
of our On and the mm 
2 Hliſtory. F 


In a LETTER to a Member of W 


1 


* „ ** 


8 Mt in iii ſides, in quibus ſumma eſſe debebat, non Iaborarewin. 1 
Cic, 3. Epiſt- 
num fraude poterit carve . 


Cum Pecuniam Publicam averterit, 


Peculitus? Id. in , 


_ I 
— 5 2 


* 
44 

f — 
» . 


oo 


? * 
= 

* 
" =- 


on 47 7 


4 
». 
* * = & 
e - 
. * 
* oo 
on * 
& 
* * 3 
D 
"2 9 4 » 
"> 
* 
"% * 4 * 
'* 
os 1 * 14 
4 
>? 6 
© 
* * Py 
„ * LY 
bs ; 
*%g * s # 5 5 
oe "he . * 
r . g 5 
1 9 : 
of woato #5 2 # . . * os 
„ 
* 


, . : 
1 
ws 
, : 
1 ur 
5 
' ”.- , 
7 
* P P eb 
? — * — 
LY * 1 98 84 4 
* * wat.; Wh ©. % " * n 


I 
E ** . 


; | -4 


„ * 


e 


e 


n 


1 wo F447 


* +. 


iy x ex aa. * 


. 


d 


— * 

) a4 Y 

wr 

ED  \ 
- 3 2 


1 
. * 


PREFACE 


N A 8 — 2 * Loos 


f 


A commilhoned by the Author of the following Sheets, 
* N * 5 the Reader that the firſt Part of be 
reis writ in Haſte, before the late Receſs, at the Re. 

ES queſt of « Gentleman in the Country; who, obſerving 
5 t be great T/neaſyneſs the People were in there, dir 
be would let him know What the Senſe ot the Town was; and 
that, in their own Language, 4s near 45 be could. How far 
bis Command it comply'd with, I leave him to judge. The Hiflort= © 
11 Relitions that follow, tho' now joined to the former, were v.99 
with 4 very diffcrens View; and if be finds ſome of em tee res,, 
he may be aſſur d the Author, (who is now at 4 Diſtance) 1 5 
I 
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tee; and ha be had more Time, they would have been ſhorter. Theres | 
is one Thing more I am to teil him. and that is, that be is obliged: * 
to another for ſome Things in the latter Part; which, be bopes, will: i 
not be liked the worſe for coming from 4 Greater Man than bi, 
And now my Orders are obey'd. But face I have taken Pen in H + 
T think I'll try my Fulent too; and 4s my Friend bas told bins 7 
the following Paper t, bow the great Men among the Romans: affe 


R . 


in Ration to their Country, Ill ſhew him how the beſt and wijeſ- } 
of em uſed to talk upon the ſame Head. | . 
« When you bave look'd over all the Tits in Nature, you wiliild- 3 
© nothing dearer, ſays Cicero, no Obligation of greater I 
© tance, than that by which we are every one of us d 80 2 : 
_ * Commonwealth, Our Parents, Children, Friends, are all x 
« 1041; bus our fingle Country i avore than all the reſt; and eve- f 


on 


4 ©. oy boneft Men is ready to lay down bis Life for 1th: Alvuntage of 
that ſacred Intereſt. How execrable then is th: barbarous Inpic- 
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% ty of thoſe Men, who have torn their Country te Pieces by all 
* forts of Villainy, and who not only bave been, but are ar this [n- 


-« flant conſpiring its Ruin and Deftrufion ? 


* It is the Duty ( ſays another of their great Men) and ſhould be 


e the principal Care of theſe that have the Alminiſtration of Pub- 


. fick Affarrs, to ſee that every individual be protected in his Pro- 
te perty, and that the Poor and Simple may not be circumvented by 


* the little Arts of cunning Men, or oppreſſed by the Power of great 


« Ones : In ſhort, that private Men may nos be diſpofſet of their 
© Rights and Eftates, under the Pretext of a publick Good, And 
* if to make my own Fortune (continues be) by the impoveriſbing 
'** another, is declared unlawful, not only by the Pictate of Nature, 


« and the Rights of Nations, but by the particular Laws and 


*« Conſtitutions of all States; How deteſtable muſt thoſe Governors 
* be, who abuſing that Confidence the plain and honeſt Part of Man- 
« kind, who are always Minors, repoſe in them, as their Truſtets 
" nd Guardians, draw them by plauſible Appearances, into their 
& Net, and ſo enrich themſelves at the Exp nce of their Country. 

' . * Plato's Rule, ſays the abevemention d Orator, ought to be ob- 
* ſerved by all that are entruſted with the Adminiſtration of the 
« Pablick. It was this; that they ſhould in ſuch ſort aſſent and 
« defend the Publick Intereſt, that all their Afions ſhould refer to 


that withoat any Regard to their own private Advantage. 


-* Therefore, above all Things, let ſuch keep themſelves clear from 


he leaſt Suſpicion of Avarice. It's not only 4 mean Thing, but 
* an Iopious, to make 4 Prey of the Commonwealth, This is 6 
* copious Subjef, but I ſbill conßne my ſelf, only hinting at 4 Law 
"of 2618s brave People, which I would recommend to the Conſider a- 
hn of ay Countrymen, and it being made by the Wiſdom of the 
«© Nation, that is by the Senate, wit ſhew at once, tbe Senſe of the 
& Nation, with Reſpe to the Conduit of Perſons in the Admini- 


rain. Donum ne capiunto, nève danto, neve peten- 


. 


7 a, gexe gerenda, ne ve geſt4 poteſtate. 
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Preſent STATE of Aftirh, 


Pp E OP LE 


Concerning the 


SIR, 
T's ititety in Obedience to your Requeſt, that I 45 
you this long Letter; which is nothing elſe but 3 plain of 
and natural Account of the People's Reientment of their a 
common Injuries and Misfortunes; or, ro put it in ur 
Terms, THE SENSE OF THE PEOPLE, as far. as my 1 
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mory will ſerve me, in their own Words. The Authors 6 


their Grievances are at laſt become intolerable to em; and 2. 
Vengeance, however unprofitable, 2s they are told, is on 


chief End, which they propoſe, as their future Secuti 


Whoever thinks fit to withdraw or excuſe himſelf from 
Share he 1058 to bear in this Defign, is ſuſpected be n- 
aged in a Confederacy, which he is aſhamed to avow This 
Ecfoicion i is ſo far from being juſt of you, that I could with 5 
jou would come and vindicate your Charadter to the Pub» | 
ick, which was never fo miſerably neceſſitous of all honeſt | 
Help as at preſent. + 
ASI am now upon the Decline of a publick Life, I hw ; 
had an Opportunity of obſerving a great deal of the Varies? 
* and: Inconſtency of publick Affairs; but I never yet 
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knew ſo great a Ferment, ſo prevailing a Diſſatisfaction, as 
at preſent we fee throughout the whole Kingdom. Parties 
Have been preferred, diſcarded, reſtored, mix'd, and the ſe- 
veral Friends of each, have by turns complain'd of Recipro- 
cal Violence and Injury, Mismanagement and Corruption; 
but I don't know that any of them have ever perſuaded the 
whole Body of. the People into their Quarrel. No. private 
little Wrongs cou'd have effected a Diſcontent ſo univerſal. 
That Adminiſtration muſt affect every one, which every one 
complains of. Indeed, u hen a Nation is plundered and op- 
preſſed, they can't bur feel and reſent it. | N 
They imagine now, that at the Opening of this Seſſion, 
there was a Deſign carry d on by ſome, whom they will needs 
have tobe very ill Men, to ſecure, even in ſome Degree, the 
very late Directors; but we (ſay they) were not tine enough 
to admit or endure ſuch an Attempt; ſo that they were for- 
ced to drop the Deſign, and join (at leaſt) in the Cry againſt 
em, tho* they trembled at the Apprehenſion of every Fact 
that ſhould be diſcovered. They could have been glad fo 
have ſtood by their old Friends; but fince that muſt not be, 
the next Tr-al was to compound for their own Security, 
by the Sacrifice ot their Allies. But this Artifice is not. ſa- 
eisfactory; the People tell you that the beſt and likelieſt | 
Means to come to the Bottom of their Misfortunes, is to : 
begin at the Top. Ir is of very little value to them how ; 
tte leſſer Cheats are diſpoſed of; They were ſo by Profeſſion, 
- and have acted intirely in Character. If DANIEL had been 
* devoured in the Den, it is preſumed that no Body could have. : 
} thought hardly of the Lyons: No, no, the Authors of the? : 
x : 
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Villainy are the Criminals; it's thoſe that deliberately form- 
ell the Miſchief, and that hired and retained their little Crea- 
© "Chxes to execute it, who chiefly deſerve the Enquiry of a Par- 
liament. bo 
Ho eomes it to paſs, ſay they, while leſſer Villains, are 
puniſhed every Day, that thoſe who have pillaged the whole 
;. "Country, ſhall eſcape? The greateſt Subjects of the Britiſt 
+ Crown, did not uſe to be too great to be accountable to 
2 Britiſh Parliament. *Tis in vain for me, or any one to 
* anſwer to this, But you would not condemn any one with- 
Hout ſufficient Evidence; They can all immediately reply, 
© that they can point to Inſtances, and thoſe modern ones too, 
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where Reſolutions have been taken, Cenſures founded, and % 
other Perſons been conderrn'd, and all this very juſtly, upon 


the ſame or leſsEvidence. But ſuppoſe,(not grant)theEvidence 
defective; in Courts of Juſtice it often happens that where 
there is not legal Proof enough to convict a Cheat, yet there 
is ſufficient to ſatisfy any one preſent, that it would be 
Folly to truſt him any more. A ſuſpected Miniſter ought 
to be uſed as CASAR did his Wife, he did not expect De- 
monſtration. Reaſonable Grounds of Suſpicion are enough 
jn both Caſes, there being ſeldom above Two privy to the 
Fact in either. If one tells em, tis prudence to wink at 
ſome Things, otherwiſe the whole may be thrown into Con» 
fuſion, and then where are our Eſtates? The Anſwer is, that 
when ſuch a Confuſion is introduced, our Eſtates may indeed 
poſſibly be loſt; but by the Toleration of the late Iniquity, 
and thereby the Encouragement of all future Villainies, by 
the Increaſe of Debts, the Decay of Trade, the Deſtruction of 
Manufactures, the Ruin of Credit, the Miſmanagement of 
the Revenue, the Loſs of Money to other Kingdoms, or the 
locking it up at Home, and all this while, the Continuari- 
on of Taxes; by theſe, ſay they, Confuſion is actually in- 
troduced, and our Eſtates are already loſt. 20 
- Tother Day I happened to be in 2 Company, where, to 
my great Surprize, I heard a Gentleman endeavouring to 
moderate the publick Diſpleaſure. He told us, that as hs 
fincerely lamented the Ruin of his Connrry, he was impe- 
tient for Redreſs, and hoped to ſee it made for ever. un- 
ſafe for any one to play the ſame Game over again; but he 


ventured to add, that by going too faſt, or changitig Hands 4 


too ſoon, we ran à Riſque (at leaſt) of altering for the 


ting our ſelves from our Misfortunes, by length of Time an 


careful Management, we ſhou'd take the ſureſt Courſe and 
not commit our ſelves to the Adminiſtration of a Party, 
"who, as they ſecret] rejoyc'd at our Miſeries, will not fail 
to improve em to their own Advantage; whoſe Principles 


have often endanger d the Liberties of theſe Kingdoms, and 


haveentail'd Slavery on the greateſt Part of EUROPE: 61 a 

. But the whole Company, not enduring the Declamation. 

ery d out, What then is WHIGGISM ſupported. by 3 bit 
Ys 


and Injuſtice? If that be the Caſe; if the Two Parties 
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worſe : That as we had at preſent a Poſſibility of extrie- 
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1 28.5 
chang'd their Ground; if thoſe formerly reckon'd Anti- 
Oourtiers are turn'd fawning, obſequious Dependants; in 
God's Name let 'em fall, WHIGGESM carries in it the ve- 
ry Notion of Liberty, and Love to our Country; and then 
it follows, that thePuntfhment of Publick Horſe- Leeches 
Parricides, muſt be the only Way to ſettle WHIGGISM, 
and to lay a Foundation for the Happineſs of future Times. 
In ſhort, theſe are Pretences to Screen ſome favourite 
O fenders but when Things are come to Extremity, you 
can Hood ink us no longer. And we know very well ſays, 
one, what good Uſe was made of this Pretence, by the Event 
of a late Examinitation; fo ſhallow, or Jo corrupt are 
Engliſhmen grown. Bur give me the Man, Tros Rutiluſ- 
ve, WHIG or TORY, that prefers the true Intereft of 
ENGLAND to that of any other Country, or People what- 
ever; that encourages Trade, and ftudies to adminiſter the 
Treaſure of the People thriftily and prudently. | 
Such, Sir, is the Senſe of the People; and if I give it 
ou in their own Words, it is becauſe it was your Defire I 
2 u'd do ſo, that you might the better judge at what they 
1e. | 
{ I perceive it is Matter of great Admiration to ſome, the 
extraordinary Addreſs that has been ſhewn in the ſecret 
Management of this Affair - That the whole Tran ſaction of 
$74 300 l. fictitious Stock ſhou'd only be with the Privacy uf 
one fingle Man, that in caſe of Danger All might be ſtifted 
by his withdrawing, and all other Proof neglected and dif 
_ *- -Enuraged by the Name of Hearſay Evidence; tho' by the bf, 
ſiome will have it that Letters and Notes under one's own 
Hand are more than Hearſay Evidence ; and that the Practi- 
bes of burning. blotting, razing, and interpelating, have 
been thought ſo much more than Prefumprion, that they have, 
upon lefs Occalion, been admitted as a tolerable Degree of 
| .Proof in a certain Place. 4 1 a 
But hat Iwud infer, ſays another, from KNIGHT's 
Wichdrau ing, is the premeditated Villainy of the: Whale. 
q The Actors, whoever they were, had indeed prodigious Fout- 
| + - fight, by the Caution taken to prevent Diſcovery © They 
fuoreſaw their Guilt, che Suceefs of it, the Turn of Affairs, 
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might have ſqueak'd, or at leaſt not all of *em eſcap d; 
or if they had, it wou'd have had à worfe Aſpect than 


at preſent - In fine, they foreſaw this very Examinatt 
on; but the want of Judgment, as I hope at leaſt, ap- 
ared-in believing they had provided ſufficiently againſt 
it, and imagining they were to be at Eaſe in the Aſſtu- 
ence of Princely Fortunes, amidſt the Miſery of their 
Fellow-Subjects. - - | | I 
Some People have obſerved, that the Executionofthe 
late pernicious Scheme, was ſcarcely attended with more 


Villainy, than Madneſs and Folly; Furer rapiendi ac 


* 


& for what ſome People 1 it is done-witl 


prædandi occæcavit oculos. The monſtrous Avarice of 
bur Plunderers, has undone themfelves as well asthe 
Nation: Each of the Thirty little Cheats might have 
got their 10c0co/. a piece, and a few others have dou- 
bled that Sum, without running any Riſque; nay, per- 
haps have received Thanks for their great Care of Pub- 
lick Credit. So mean, fawvning, obſequious, as well a8 
indolent and corrupt are we grown, that nothing but 
the prodigious Enormity of the Guilt, the Univerſalit 
of our Miſery, has forc'd us into the Enquiry we ate 
now making. | | 

As to the Event and Succeſs of this Enquiry; I ſhall 
not be diſappointed (ſays another) if nothing comes oat 
it, The Nature of the Task is attended with fo many 


Difficulties, and the Diſcouragements the Enquirersrtieet . 
with from other Quarters ſo great, that they have need 
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of more than ordinary Conſtaney and Reſolution to pe- 
fiſt in the Diſcharge of ſo uneafy a Truſt: However». 
they have the Satisfaction to know, that the whole 
Weight of the Nation is on their Side; that they here 


the Bleftings of aft honeſt Men at pretent, and 


Il be | 


ever mentioned with Honour, in the Annals of "thelc _ 


Count 


: Yes, Eye one that ſtood by, their Coun can-thvver | 
*. 
i; 


do them too much Honour, while they continuetohave 
the ſame Regard for it they have hitherto ſbeww: 
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H1'Defign; that they will grow cool, and their Courage 


abate from the many Difficultics they meer with, and 


ſo prove like the Dog of Antwerp, who had us'd along 
while to carry home his Maſter's Meat from the Market 
with great Integrity, . At laſt being harder beſet by ſome 


more reſolute Currs than ordinary, when he found he 
cou'd defend it no longer, he fell on himſelt : Since it 
to no Purpoſe to hold out, ſays he, I had as good have 
my Share. „ 

For my part, ſays one that had been liſtning to this 
Difcourſe, I am apt to think Matters might have been! 
carry*d, long ago, with more Eaſe, it ſome of another 
Lift had been employ'd. As now the Enquiry is proſe- 
cured with an Air of Buſineſs and Concern, it might 
then have look'd like an Affair of Pleaſantry and A- 


muſement, and deen receiv'd and ſupported with a to- 
lerable Degree of good Humour; but we ſee what wou*d 


be the Conſequence of frequent Ballots. 
The Converſation is ſtill the ſame, wherever you go. 
I muſt own, I heartily wiſh that they whoſe Buſineſs it 


is, wou'd put a Stop to it; which is only to be done, as 


far as I can gueſs, by giving up Offenders, be they who 
my will: Some will have it that Matters were mana- 
ged wrong at firſt: They ought to have been ſecur'd 


immediately. If one ſhou'd reply, Vos d you have con- 


Adem d and puniſh'd *em before you heard *em? No, ſay 
they, they were ſufficiently heard (unleſs you'll quibs6 


| Fellow; than which I think, nothing ſhews our Miſery 


ble upon the Word) whenthe Books were firſt produc'd, 


bf Which in an Hour's Peruſal diſcover'd Villainy enough 


to have juſtity*d their Confinement; and then we had 
not been ſending to Vienna, Bruſſels, &c. then we had 
at leaſt hid our Shame, and not been refus'd this little 


more. , 
The Contempt which our good Friends and Allies 
have for us, is evident from the little Art they uſe to 


\-* hideit-:- And their refuſing to deliver him up under the 
Pretence of ſome Privileges of the High and Mighty 
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States of Brabant, can't methinks, but raiſe Indignatls LY 
on in every Engliſh Breaſt. We are poor, and it ſeems 
our Allies know it, and therefore deſpiſe us. But let 
them beware how they rouſe the Lyon; other Anſwers 
have formerly been return'd to the Crown of England: 
And tho' a &riti/þ Houſe of Commons may and willal- 
ways hear Reaſon, they will not ſuffer themtelves to be 
tritied with, whoever elſe may. 

As for me, [cries another) I am ſofully perſuaded of 
the Emperoz*s Juſtice and Gratitude, that nothing will 
be wanting on his Part, I am ſure, to deliver upa Man, 
who, as he was laſt Year made a Tool for the Deſtru- 
ction ot the Nation, may now be the Inſtrument of ſa- 
ying it: And his Imperial Majeſty, I think, can't but 

ave Intereſt and Authority enough with his own Sub- 
jects, to gain ſo (mall a Point; who, *cis well known, 
tho? he is as juſt and mild a Prince as any upon Earth, 
yet has formerly ſhewn thoſe very Subjects, that he 
knows how to affert his Prerogative, and puniſh all their 
Pretences to Right, which contradict his jutt Will and 
Pleaſure. i 
We the rather expect to ſce Mr. Knight in England, 
(as others ſay) nor ſo much, becauſe tis ſuch a Trifle. | 
to the Emperor to grant, and at the ſame time fo valuas - 
ble a Favour to us; but that we are inform'd, that his. 
coming over is earneſtly defir'd, even by thoſe whocan't. 
but have Weight in what they ask of that Prince; and 
who ſeem concern d in the Diſcoveries which he is e 
pected to make, as the only Way to clear up their in- 
nocence, and wipe away the Suſpicion which has been 
moſt unjuſtly thrown upon their Characters It thee, 
People are in Earneſt, they are very happy in having. *' 
an Opportunity of preſling this Matter more ſucceſsful-- ©: 
ly than others can. We own, {ay they) we ſhou'd be: 

god to ſee Knight; were it only to be fſatisfy\l, that 
uch a Parcel of Stock was honettly paid forz ſuch, a 
Name and Letter was forg*s; ſuch a myſterious Tram- 
lation, ſuch a blind Accompt was clearly upon * 4.3 
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| Score than is generally ſuppos'd, and had no Relation? | 
at all to Soth Sea. | | 


+ © This Diſcourſe was follow'd by a needleſs Calculati- 
on of the Length of Time, in which we might hope to 
; fee Knight, it he was ſent over at all. As the neareſt 
Way to Vienna has been lately found ont to be by Bruſſels, - 
ſo for ought we know, the neareſt Way from Bruſſels 
waz hereafter be thought to be by Vienna: And though 
| Gentlemen ſhow d be perſwaded to attend the Service 
of their Country till he comes, to the Detyiment of their 
oma private Affairs ; whether other Perſons will think 
Proper to defire or impoſe ſuch a Hardſhip upon em, we 
can't determine. © | | 
However, continued they, *tis certain there was a | 
er Way of going to work at firſt, which is not yer 
altogether too late to try. The old Parliamentary Me- 
; thod was to repreſent their Grievances, and get them 
| Redref#d as ſoon as they met, before they uod go up- 
on any other Conſiderations whatever. It was not for | 
Want of Grievances (ſome tell us) whatever elſe might 
be wanting, that this Method was not us'd at ſirſt. If this 
Way of Proceeding had been taken, Ki gt cou'd hard- 
Iy have withdrawn, or perhaps it might have been con- 
 "Venient to have had him here again &er this, to have 
avoided the Explication of many other Complaints of a: 
different Nature, that might have been ſet on Foot; 
but whether that Point had been gained, ſeveralother 
valuable Advantages wou'd have been ſecur'd. 
There is a remarkable Proof of this Right of Parlia- 
" ment, in Nichard the IId's Time, and Things of this 
Sort, are never the worſe for being old. Some unde- 
*/{erved Favours, ht m Author, ſhewn to a Minion, 
'©the Exotbitances of great Officers, and other Publick 
**Miſcarriages as to the Revenue, had made no ſmall 
' © Impreſſions on the minds of many of the Lords, as 
10 | well as Commons, when Nichard call'd a Parliament. 
' 


They ſoon after they were aſſembled, joined in this 
- þ © * Mcſkge to Him (Henry Knighton's Words, who lived 
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Lords, and whole People of the Commons of England; © 


. cauſe they Were not for the ood of the King ard Kings 


by which is meant the Supply of his Expences for his 


” "= 
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C13) On” A 
nt the very time, are theſe) That the Chancellor and 
* Treaſurer oug hi to be removed from their Offices, be- 


dom; and becauſe alſo they had ſuch Matters to treat 
* of with one of them, as could not be treated of, while 
* he remained 1n that Office. l 
The King, who no doubt, thought this a very bold 
Way of proceeding in his Subjects aſſured *em, He would 
not remove his meaneſt Scullion Bey at their Inſtance, 
and adviſed *em to haſten the Buſineſs of Parliament; 


— 23 — 


Wars, Houſhold and other Charges. But the Lords 
and Commons, by joint Conſent, reply'd, That they nci- 
ther could, nor would diſpateh the leaſt Article, till he 
(who, as the Hiſtorian ſays, was then lingering at Ei- 
tham) would come to *em, and remove Aichael de Pole, 
the Chancellor, from his Office. 

The King's Anſwer to this, not plealing them, The 
Parliament ſent him this Meſſage. Sir, The Prelatesy * 


— * — — — — . ᷣͤ 


after ſeveral loyal and honeſt Wiſhes, intimate es 
Things unto you, that they have it confirmed by ance - 
ent Conſtitution, which none can contradict, that the 1 
King ought to call a Parliament once a Year, as the higks ?- 
eſt Court of the Realm, wherein Equity ought to ſhine - | 
bright, where, as well poor as rich, ought ro find Re- 
+treſhment, by removing all kind ot Abuſes, where pubs. 
lick Grievanees are to be redreſi'd, and wah the mot 
prudent Counſel, the State of che Nation is to he g- 
: 

4 


\ 
- 


ted of, that rhe King's and Nation's Enemies. at Howe, | 
as well as Abroad, may be diſcovered and puniſhed, 


ould | 

their Goods and Fortunes are expended. by =y 
Whet ſollows in this Remonltrance is fill keerz- ta 
8 which 


and the neceſſary Burdens of the King a 
Kingdom may with molt Eaſe (the Pablick Want cons 
dered) be ſupply*'d. And they conceive allo that finee 
they are to ſupport the publick Charge, they ſhould 
have the ordering and ſuperviſal too, how and 
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| | which the King making a threatning Anſwer, the Lords 
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er it wil be jound the) can no ways effectually ſerve jou. 
4} | The Reaſon and Honeſty ofthis wrought ſo much up- 
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on the King, that in Three Days Time he came to h's 
l Parliament, though with ſome Reluctance; when Mi- | 
chael de Pole was impeach'd of High Crimes and Miſ- ' 
demeanors, and turned out of his Office, and ano- | 
| 
: 


ther put in his Place by Conſent of Parliament, as was 
likewiſe the Treaſurer, another Favourite. ü 
But it ought to be remembered for the Inſtruction f 
theſe Times, that upon the King's deſiting a Supply at 
the ſame time, that he ſeemed to heſitate at the diſcar- 
ding Pole, the Commons anſwered, That he did not nee! 
the Tallage of his Subjects, who might ſo caſily furniſh 
himſelf of ſo great a Sum of Mone) from him that was © 
his Debtor, as the Articles of Impeackment ſet forth. 
As for Robert de Vere Duke of Jreland, the King's 
moſt dangerous Favourite, the Parliament, to ſhew their 
Prudence and Moderation, choſe rather to give him a 
vaſt Sum ot Money, upon Condition that he would go 
to Ireland, than to endure the Influence of his Counſels 
near the King's Perſon- But after all this, the good 
Commons had no ſooner gained their Points, than they 
treely gave the King a Supply. | | 


* 
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Before they broke up (continues my Author): the 
Parliament obſerving, by the Covetouſneſs of the King's | 
Miniſters, that the Publick Revenue was vainly laviſtfd, 
the King inſufferably abus'd, (partly thro* Negligenceto _ 
ſearch out the Truth, partly thro* à reſolute Humour 
to ſupport thoſe beyond Reaſon, whom he had once ad- 
Vanced) that the common People, by continual and ; 
rievous Burthens, were miſerably impoveriſh'd; the 
ents of the Great Men much impaired, and their 
poor Tenants in many Places, forc'd to abandon their 
Husbandry, and leave their Farms empty and defolatez © 
and that by all this the King's Officers alone became im 
meaſurably rich: They therefore thoſe a Number of _ 
conſiderable Men to inſpect, treat of, and determine all 
Affairs, Cauſes and Complaints arifing, fiom the Death, - . 
of Edward the Third, to that Time; as likewiſe of the? 
King's Expences and his Miniſters, and all gther Gries © 
Yances happening within that Time, Tug - 


* 2 
© 
! 6 9 
3 | 7 4 " + 
, wh N P i br ; | 4 , FP: 5 8 # af 
j et; $6.6 tan SJ 1 mage 4 An NAS ” -- JT 4 4 00G . * trees 


bs 


1 
1 


7 
11 


| 
nt 
— 


o 
. 
* 
f * 


: 1 
14 
, 


C 56") 


- The Hiſtorian farther obſerves, That when the Pars 


liament endeavour'd at an Act of Reſamprion, the juſt 
and frequent Way to repair the languiſhing Condition 
of the Nation, Ai. de Pole told the King, it was to the 
King's Diſhonour, ad dedecus Regis, and forc'd him 
trom it; to which the Commons anſwer'd, Aitho* they 
* were wearied out by Toils and Expences, they wou d 


© never grant the King a Subſidy, until by Authority of 


Parliament he ſhou*d actually reſume all that belong'd 
* to the Crown of Exgland. And that it was more to 
© the Diſhonour of the King to leave ſo many of his 
© poor Subjects in intollerable Want. Yet cou'd not all 

ood Countel work, till by Parliament that Great bad 

an was baniſh'd; which was no ſooner done, but an 
Act of Reſumprion follow'd ; fo true it is, and it ought 
to be a perpetual Leſſon to Peſterity, That whenever the 
People of 94 or defire to redreſs Grievances, and re- 


_ cover What they have been Plunder'd of; The Work muſt 


begin with the Impeachment of Corrupt Miniſters. The 
Weight of a Parliament will ever bear down a bad Man, 
how great ſoe ver. | | 
It's certain, a King, who wou'd Reform the State ſor 
the general Exfe and Benefit of his People, muſt expect 
to meer with ſome Difficulties, efpecially if thoſe near- 


et him; and who have his Ear, are Partakers in the 


Abuſes he wou'd correct: All fort of Rubs will be laid 


in the Way, and the Fears of ſuch as may be call'd to 
an Account, will make em ſet all kind of Engines at 


| 1 work. They who are conſcious of their Guilt, and ap- 


that the Juſtice of the Nation ſhou'd take 
ice of their Thetrs and Rapines, will try to give all 
Things a falſe Turn, and fill every Place with their Sug- 

ons; they*lF accuſe innocent or Hef guilry Perſons, 
t fo by putting the Feople upon a wrong Scent, they 
may avoid the Purſuers, and eſcape unpuniſh'd. 


Sometimes they will fpirit the Chief, if not the only; 
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to diaſt the Reputarivn of ſuch as wou'd enquire inte 
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* they endeavour to engroſs him to themſelves, 


Offenders were got above the aws, wr that the 

"People conſented to thoſe Things they did not think 
fit to puniſh. But wiſe Princes ſee then all che, 
They know that an honeſt Miniſtet will e content 


but be fenfible, whatever Colours w 
their Villainy, "thee — emtta 


7 
% 
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their Actions. And tho' perhaps there are no otlier: 
poffible Ways left to ſupply the State, but by ma- 
king them diſgorge, and bringing em to à Reſtitu- 
tion, yet they will pretend that all Motions leading 
theteto, and all Enquiries of this Nature are na- 
thing but Spight, the Effects of Diſcontent, and 
the Reſult. of Faction. And that the full Know- 
ledge of their Crimes may never reach the Prince's 


miſre Werra all that are not of their Cabal, 
a8 5allalke ed to his Perſon and Government. They 

find out falſe Oolours for their Proceedings, and 
cover their Corruption and Rapine with the Pre- 
tence of their Maſter's Service; nay rather than 
fail, they'll throw the Odium of the ren aon 
bim. 
By theſe falſe Suggeſtions, well. meaning Perſons. 
have often been frighten'd from reaching at great 
Offenders : And even the beſt Patriots, by ſeeing - 
with what Warmth and Zeal Corruptions are de- 
fended, have been wearied into Silence; and thishas 
made ſome of our Kings belies; That either the 


with moderate Gains; and that de Merit ean gie 
a Man a Title to Rob the Publick That a'fewmay ' 
complain without Reaſon ; but that there is Oegg- 3 
ſion for Redreſs when the Cty is. Univerſalss: . 
They ſee thro' all xhe E and cant 


ey may gie 
£10tbelola - 


ewe eurich -d with the 8 , | 
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(18) 
and to fee pivate Perſons ſecuring, to themfelves, in 


7 m who permits others to commit a Crime, which 


(T9) RR 
tude of thoſe who haye been Partakers ia the Booty; N 
and yet there are Examples in former Reigns, where 


the true Lovers of our Conſtitution have couragi- 
ouſly attacked and brought to Condemnation Men 
in the higheſt Poſts of Authotity, and thoſe: fortifi. | 


. 


ed by the Multitude of the Perſons coricerned in the 
Plunder; and ſhall not the Popular Hue and Cry which 
ſo hotly purſues the Robbers at this time, the Wants 
of the Nation calling ſo loud for Vengeance, the n- 
nirerſal Voice of the People; crying Refund, Refund, 
awaken ſome honeſt Patriots, ſome brave Spirits, to 
inſiſt upon the moſt” rigorous Puniſhment-of a few; 
I ſay a very few Miſcreants (would Icou'd call their 
Booty ſmall too) given up by the whole Body, of 
the Kingdom, and deteſted by all Mankind, but 
their Aﬀociates? © # dp n 
And how is this great and honeſt Deſiga likely 
to be better executed, than by imirating the Parlia= 
ment of Richard the Id, (tho' perhaps it had been as 
proper}ſooner) in aſſerting the immediate Neceſſity ct 
redteſſing Grievances, and rejefting every othg 
Conſideration, *till that is done; which. is not only 
the ancient Conſtitution of this Government, but 
the moſt probable Way to come at Offenders, when 
timely taken, by ſhewing a proper Reſolution; j1 4 
their Proſecution, and by that Means tht 
no Opportunity to concert Meaſures with, theAc, | 
complices in their Crimes, or to withdraw them, 
ſetves or their Effects from Iuſticſe. 
Whether or no Richard's Parliament did prudent, 
ly in giving ſo great a Power to a ſeleft Number of 
Men, after they were diſmiſsd, I ſhall not desids g 
but they certainly took one Method not only Ws 
but Parliamentary;-I mean, that they themſelves, 
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{ during their Seſſion, went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, To conſider of the State of the Nation; 
and this plainly gained 'em their Point. This is al- 


ways the great Day of a Parliament, and valuable 


do Engliſhmen : Then the Subject feels his Strength, 
and vindicates his Liberties. And whether the Re- 
preſentatives of the People aſſembled at this Day in 
Parliament, (than which 1 am ſure there never was 
any that better underſtoòꝗ their Duty to their Kin 
and Country,) will follow the ſame Method, Time 


will ſhew. | 


This was the Way the Parliament took in the 
Reign of Edward the IId, when they wanted to get 

rid of T moſt pernicious Favourite, Pierce Gaveſton, 
a Frenchman; who had ſo poſſeſs'd the King, that 
he entirely neglected the Counſels of his Nobles, 
and the Affairs of State. In his firſt Parliament, they 
unanimouſly beſought the King to adviſe and treat 
With his Nobles concerning the State of the King- 
dom; and at the ſame Time falling themſelves into 
a very ſtrict Examination of Affairs on their Part; 
they urged the Matter with ſuch good Succeſs, that 
the King conſented that they ſhould reduce into 


Articles, all that was neceffary for the Good of tho 


Nation, and took an Oath, to ratify all their Reſo- 
| Juttons. Amongſt theſe Articles, after requiring 


theQbſeryation and Execution of Magna Char ta, 


with all other necefſary Ordinances ; They inſiſt 


that, All Strangers ſhould be baniſhed the Court and 
Kingdom ; and all ill Counſellors removed; That the 
; King ſhou'd not begin any War, ar go any where Out 
of the Kingdom, wit bout the Common Council of his 
|! People. Walſingham ſays upon this Head, p. 99. 
| That the Barons librato utrobique periculo, inveni. 
A 7 nar EH ant, 
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unt, quod vivente Petro, eſſe non poterat Pax in Reg- 
. no; nec Rex abundare Tbeſan ro: So they never rel. 
ed till he was baniſh'd the Kingdom. N 
It ſeems likewiſe, that in this Reign the Ladies 
were begging and intreiguing at Court: For the 
Lady Veſcey was accus'd of having procur'd to Sir 
Henry Beaumont, her Brother, {and others, ſeveral 
Lands, Rents, Tenements, Franchiſes, and Offices, 
by which means the Kingdom came to be loaded 
with Taxes and Impoſitions; for which ſhe was or- | 
dered to leave the Court, without ever returning to 
make any Stay there. 
The very Talk only of ſuch an Enquiry into the _ 
State of the Nation, has made a Miniſtry ſometimes : 
very wiſely produce an Offender, give up One or 
more of their own Number, or redreſs ſome Grie- 
vance chiefly complain'd of, leſt by not preventing 
ſuch an Enquiry, they might run a Riſque of being 
oblig'd to redreſs more Grievances than perhapsat {! 
firſt were thought of. A principal Point ſhall be ' 


12 
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yielded ſometimes to avoid farther Trouble. 
This has no relation to us at preſent, We all + 
know how far our Great Men are from ſuch Ap. ; 
*prehenſions; how littleReafon a Miniſtry have to fear 
any Thing that might be trump'd up upon ſuch an Ru- 
qui ry. I'm ſatisfy'd Gibraltar is ſtill in our Hands; an 4 4 
I] am as well ſatisfy'd, notwithſtanding the Expence 
of our Fleet, with ſo many thouſands on board,there 
can be no danger of a War with the Czar, which in. - 
deed can never be of any Service to England dt. 
As for what is paſt in the AMediterraxean : If it 
has colt us Money, we have got Honour, by ſhew- 
ing how well we can fight upon the leait Occaſions 
No, no, when thoſe who are ſuſpected of havinghat 
1 * 
— 1 N 
1.25 F ne | 8 OT 4 


* - * Www 92 — 3 2 


1 
|! 

b 
F 

F 
| $ 


— — ha 
” 


* — — * —— WO —— 
CESS nat. LCA IS | 


= (22) 
Part in the late traiterous Deſign, and the Gains 


ok it, have acquit:ed themſelves in that Point, tothe 


Satisfaction of all honeſt Men, I'll venture to pro- 
nounce em innocent ofa hundred other Miſcarriages, 

In this Reign of Edward 2. the Inftance happen'd 
which the Parliament of Richard 2. referred to in 
their Meffage, as we have cited it above. The Sto- 
ry is this: Hugh Spencer, being made Lord Chamber- 
lain, and a Man of equal Inſolence and Amhitioa 
with Gaveſton, ſo inſinuated himſelf with the King, 
t hat he ſucceede to all that Favourite's Authority, 
and alſo to the Hatred of the People. Spencer the 


Father was, for his Son's Sake, taken into Play, and 
- made Earl of Wincheſter, as he himſelf was Earl of 
Gloceſter. | | 


Upon which the Earls of Lancaſter and Hereford, 


with many other Barons, aſſembled and ſwore mu- 
tually ro live and die in Maintenanceof the Rights of 


the Kingdom; and in procuring the Baniſhment of 
the Spencers, whom they held as the Seducers of the 
King, and Oppreſſors of the State, ſuffering nothing 
to be obtain'd but by their Means, which was a 


"Miſchief moſt intolerable to the State: For that 


©" when all Graces and Diſpatches were to paſs 6 


but atone Door, the King's Benignity was dimi- 
'F.niſhed, and Corruption was introduc'd, to the O- 


* verthrow of Juſtice and good Order.” In ſhort, 
pon Lords procured the Spencers to be baniſh'd in 
Parliament. May all Miniſters, who exerciſe the 
ſame Monopoly, meet with the fame Fate. 

However, as the King was rather forc'd to this 
than convinc'd of his Duty in it, Means were found 


to elude the Effect of the Sentence, and Spencer the 
Son made ſhift to hide himſelf in England, with the 
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King's Connivance, till a fair Occaſion ſhou'd offer 
for his Return ; which happen'd ſoon after, but to the - 


utter Ruin of both; for the Queen being diſguſted, as 
well as Lords and Commons, ſhe order'd Matters ſo, 
as to get a ſufficient Power; who declaring that their 
Deſign was only to deliver the Kingdom from evil 
Counſellors, they were eaſily ſucceſsful. The Fa- 
vourites were hang'd with the utmoſt Ignominy, 
and the unhappy King ſolemnly depos'd, as unfit to 
govern, for theſe Reaſonsamong others:“ For that 
& in all his Reign he had been miſled, and govern'd 
« by others, who gave him evil Counſel, to the 
« Diſhonour of himſelf and the Deſtruction of his 
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* Ting a Prince can do, is, to give up thoſe that are 
- © diſguitful to his People. | 
Thus did Harry the Eighth, than whom certainly 
there never was a more poſitive Ptince. Becauſe, 
ſays rhe Hiſtorian, the Authors of Oppreſſion and 
Iajaſtice are always moſt odious; and nothing gives 
a People more Satisfaction, than to ſee their Per- 
ſecutors puniſh'd : He caus'd Empſon and Dudley, 
the two Chief Actors in the late rapacious Proreed- 
ings, to be committed to the Tower; and divers of 
the inferior Agents, calld Aiders and Abettors, to 
be let in the Pillory : Soon after this he calls a 
Parliament, where the principal Proceedings were, 
| with regard to Empſon's and Dudley's Extortions: 
3 Upon which the King, that he might enlarge the 
f 
ö 


People's Confidence and Affection towards him, was 
willing to reſtrain ſomething of his own Authority. 
In ſhort, Empſon and Dudley were attainted of High 
Treaſon; and the King, to ſatisfy the importunate 
Clamours of his People, caus'd them both to be be- 
headed; by » hich he gain'd the Affection of the Na- 
tion, and was in perfect Peace and Safety with his 
People. | 
Ika Houſe of Commons cannot attack a Miniſter, 
or even a Miniſtry, upon a popular Grievance, but 
immediately the King and Miniſtry muſt be blended 
together; and they are wicked enough to try to caſt 
the Odium upon him, or to ſcreen themſelves hy him; 
ttzhereis an End of our Conſtitution. *Tis indeed, a 
very true, and a very juſt Maxim with us, that The 
| 0 can do no Wrong, but it ought to be carry'd 
no farther; we muſt not add Nor his Miniſtry nei- 


tber; for in that Caſe, none but the Tools of Mini- 
F 


K can ever be puniſh'd for the greater Abuſes; 
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which wou'd be a fad Caſe in hs eproent Miſery | , 


and Poverty we are reduc'd to. 

Let us ſuppoſe that Harry the Lighth had racitly 
encourag'd Empſon and Dudley in plundering the Sub- 
jects, and had had no inconfiderable Share of theGains 
himſelf, as it's certain Harry the Seventh had; wou's 
it or indeed oughtit to have avajl'd em any Thing, 
(when the Parliament were enquiring into their A- 
Qions) to have told the King, Sir, You have had 


£*- your Share of this Booty; they ſtrike at you more 


* than at us; you ouſt ſcreen us (happen what willy 
or elſe more may come out than is proper to be 
* known,” Cou'd any Thing have rais'd the Indig- 
nation of the Whole Nation againſt them more than 
this, if it was known? And as for the Prince, he 
mi ight well have anſwer'd em; © I won't be accoun- 


* table for this Miſchief, by taking it upon my ſelf; 


I was not let into the Secret; L underſtood no harm 


© by it; You ought to have adviſed me better; but 


« fince I now find that you only dre me in to hide 
*. your own Avarice, depend upon it, I ſhall the more 
*. willingly give you up to the juſt Reſentment of 
% my People, and I am juſtified:in it, both by the 
Laws of God and my Kingdom. 5 

Having made a few Remarks upon ſome Paſſages 


in our Exgliſb Hiſtory ; it may not be amiſs to give 


ſome Inſtances of the good Qeconomy, and the few 
and unbĩaſs d Virtue of the Romans, ſince ĩt was hi theſe 
and theſe alone, they became ſo great and powerful. 

Pyrrhus, Kin g of Epirus, was very deſirous to con- 
clude a Peace with the Romans; in order to which, 
having got Fabricius alone, he tries in the dollow- 
Ing Speech to corrupt him. 


* As I defire to have all the Reſt of ne for | 
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His Country, if he had. 


* W a iy {OPS | 
* my Friends, ſo eſpecially you C. Fabricius, who I 


D eſteem as a Perſon that excels all others for your 
* Conduct, as well in Civil as in Military Affairs; 

yet I am ſorry to ſee you wanting in one Point, 
* I mean of an Eſtate, that may enable you to 
* live in that Port, which becomes a Perſon of 
your Quality. But I will not ſuffer this Inju- 
” ry of Fortune to be any longer troubleſome to 


vou, and I will beſtow on you ſo much Gold and 


* Silver, as ſhall make you richer than any of 
your Fellow Citizens; for I reckon it becomes 
one in my Condition, to relieve ſuch Great Men 
* as are poor, who have always aim'd more at 
# getting Honour than Money: Yet I would not 
* not have made you this Offer, if the Honour of 
this Benefit accrued to me with Diſhonour to 
* your ſelf ; but now becauſe you come not upon 
* any perfidious Deſign, or that which is at all 


© unworthy your Character, why ſhould you re- 


* fuſe a ſmall Preſent offered you, out of Kindneſs 
* by a Friend; for I ask nothing of you, but what 
„ may, yea, and ought to be done by any honeſt 
& Man, chat is a Lover of his Country; That 


you'll endeavour to carry it for making Peace 


* with me in the Senate, who have already gained 


„ Battle, and bring them off from their Obſtina- 
ey to a more moderate Temper. 


Fabricius had too much Honeſty to accept the Mo- 
ney, and too much good Senſe not to kuow he 
ould not long be of that Weight he was of, in 
After. a ſhort Payſe, he 


made this Anſwer. 


If Lam obſerved to have any Skill iu the Mas 


9 „ 
* 4 - 
hk _ 
IS 85 % * N 4 
= "4 


u nagement of Civil or Military Affairs, tis need- 
| 2 Sn F ks leſs 


i” . 9 8 6 y | 
BF anti tb <> nn | Snag” 44 


00 
« 
af 
* 
« 
cc 
60 


cc 


nate, and conſulted with concerning the weigh 


lefs for me to ſay any Thing of it, fince-you have 
believ'd others ſo much concerning it. But if 
you ſuppoſe Iam in a worſe Condition, becauſe 
I am poor, than any other Roman, you are migh- 
tily miſtaken; for whilſt 1 do my Duty with 
Contempt of Wealth, I feel no Miſery : I bear 
the greateſt Offices among us; I manage the moſt 
important Wars: I am employed in the moſt {| 
honourable Embaſſies; the Charge of Religion 1 
| 
| 


is committed to my Care; I am call'd to the Se- 


tieſt Affairs of State; Therefore as much as be- 
ing the pooreſt of all, I come not ſhort of any 
of the Wealthieſt in what is good and commen- 
dable, why ſhou'd I complain of my Fortune? 
This as to my publick Capacity. In my private 
one, my Poverty is fo far from being a Burthen, 


* to me, that, on the contrary, when I compare mx 


cc 


| 
i 
| 
ſelf with your rich Men, my Condition ſeems | 
infinitely happier than theirs; and I count m7 
ſelf one of thoſe few, that haveattained the grea- 
teſt Happineſs in this World: For ſince it {gems 
but an idle Thing to me to covet Superfluities,and 
with all, my little Spot of Ground, which I la- 
bour my ſelf, if well cultivated, will ſupply me 
with Necefſaries, I do not know why 1 ſhould be... 
ſolicitous for more Wealth: But if the Poffef- | 
ſion thereof renders a Man any Thing happler, as 

to you Kings the Matter ſeems; which is the beſt | 
way ot getting Wealth, to receive it from you | 
diſhonourably, or to get it my ſelf hereafter. ho- 
nourably? My good Succeſſes in the Service t 
the State, have given me brave Opportunities o 
Improve my Fortune, as at other Times often, 10 
A 8 eſpeci⸗ e 15 
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'*-eſpacially four Years ago, when being Conful, I 
was ſent with an Army againſt Lucanians, Sam- 
nites, and Brutians, and waſted their large Ter- 
ritories; and having routed them in ſeveral Bat- 
tles, took and rifled their rich Towns; from which 
Booty, after I had given Largeſſes to my Soldiers, 
and repay'd private Perſons, whatever they had 
ent the State, upon the Occaſions of the War, 
a there remained the Sum of 400 Talents, which 
Lid up in the publick Treaſury. Seeing there - 
fore, that I have thus refus'd to make my Fortune 
© by honourable Means, out of this Booty, which 
* was in my Hands; and like Val. Publicola, and 
many other noble Romanus, who have raiſed the 
State to this Pitch, preferred Honour before Ju- 


* tereſt; ſhall I-yow take Bribes of you, quitting 
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* an honeſt Way of getting an Eſtate, for oue as 
= infamous as dangerous? But now what do you 
* think would be the Iſſue of the Matter, if the 
Thing ſhould be diſcovered (and it cannot be 
4 concealed) to thoſe Magiſtrates, called CexJvrs, 
from their Authority in reforming Manners, 
and that they ſhou'd impeach me of Bribery ? 

is added by moſt, that Pyrrbus try'd his Con- 
Nancy and Reſolution more importunately a ſecond 


» Time: After other large Promiſes offering to him part 


of his Kingdom. All this I thought pertinent and 
uſeful to mention, as related by ſeveral Authors, 
to ſhew how the Greatneſs of the Romans took Its 
Riſe, as well from the Thrift that was ſhewed in all 
Matters relating to the Publick, (this wiſe Nation 
making almoſt every foreign Expedition bear its 


own Charge) as from the Integrity and Difinter- 


eſtedneſs of their great Men and Miniſters. Theſe 
were 
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(29) 


were the Manners of thoſe Days; ſuch the Tem: 5 


pers and Diſpoſitions. of thoſe Perſons by whom the 


Roman State, being buoy'd up thro. ſo many Diffi- / 


culties and Calamities, arrived at ſuch an Incom- 
parable Grandeur of Empire and Renown. By 
theſe” and the like Inſtances we may learn how Men 
ought to be qualified, if inſtead of being cry'd up 
by a few Creatures of their own, penſioned for that 


very Purpoſe, they intend to be heartily admired, 


{cheriſhed and belov'd by the Body of their Fellow. 


n Stand of Horn to hold it, and the Ambafladors 
of the Samyites wou'd have preſented him with Mo. 


Citizens; and to leave their Poſterity a more flou- 
riſhing State, than they received from their Fore- 


fathers. Great Men did not then ftrive to exceed 


in Wealth and Luxury at their Country's Coſt, but 


in Courage and Conduct, in Reſolution and Fideli- 
ty to their Country : And theſe which I have ci. 
red, and the like, were no warm Expreſſions ariſing 


from Paſſion, nor premeditated by the Speakers, 
the more plauſibly to carry on ſome ſecret Intrigue; 
but theſe Men being rather admirable than imita- 


ble in our Days, by the conſtant Tenor, of their. 


Actions, verified their Words. 
This ſame Fabric ius, when he had but two Nett 
of Plate in his Houſe, a Salt Seller and a Diſh, with 


- ney and rich Furniture, he told them,“ As long as 


I can rule my Appetite, I hall want PE bi = 
n 


carry you the Money to them that want it.” 
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fine, he liv'd ſo all his Life, that he left nothing at 
his Death, and his Daughters were portion d hy 
the Senate. The Chief Men livd then with the 
ſame Continence and Moderation. K 


1 (36) 
I have been the longer upon this, becaufe of the 
Uſefulneſs of fuch Examples. The chief End of 
'} Hiſtory being to give us good Rules, whereby we 
 ſhou'd ſquare our own Actions, and to point out to 
us the ſeveral Steps by which a Nation arrives at 
and preferves a ſtrong, vigorous and flouriſhing 
Conſtitution, and becomes great and conſiderable 
with its Neighbours, Here we have a great Man 
behaving himſelf like a faithful Steward to the Com. 
monwealth, accompting exactly for what Monies 
he had taken, andlodging them in the Publick Trea- 
- fury. Here's a Stateſman treating A//the Offers and 
- Advantageous Conditions made him with Contempt, 
and refuſing even a Share in a Crown; and that 
b when the Thing deſir'd of him ſeem'd rather of 
fſervice than prejudicial to the Commonwealth; at 
lleaſt it was of ſuch a Nature as might have bore the 
moſt plauſible Colours, and the Author of it very 
eaſily have been ſcreen'd : But an honeſt Man will 
always reaſon thus; Sure I need no ſuch Induce- 
ments to promote the Good of my Country, and 
nothing ſhall tempt me to wrong it. | 
There is nothing more common among this brave 
People, than Examples of this ſort; Scipio, Cato, 
-  Qticenfss, Flaminius, and an hundred more, are Pa- 
# "rerns for ſuch to follow, as will handle Matters 
' Of Government with Integrity and Virtue. Theſe 
Jid not think of building up Fortunes to them- 
; Felves, but of enriching the State. They were ſo 
far from taking Preſents to facilitate the paſſing 
F of a Bill in the Senate, or appropriating to ſecret 
Services whos was G&fign'd to raife publick Credit, 
and pay the Nation's Debts; that like good Tru- 
| + ſtees they treaſur'd up for che Services gt the _ 
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'd. to 
convert any part of it by little under- hand Subtil- 
ties and Diſtinctions to their own Uſe. Thus they 
took Care that Poverty ſhou'd not grow upen the 
Publick, as the only Means good Rulers have to 
prevent burthening the People with Taxes, a Mat- 
ter with them ever ſtudiouſly avoided, . Tc. 
If a good Prince neglects that which is ſo much 
his own Concern, and leaves a Matter ſo impor. 

tant to himſelf wholly to his Miniſters; they win 
ever endeavour to keep him in Ignorance, that the 

may with the greater Impunity prey upon him: They 27 
grow corrupt and ravenous, the Commonwealth is 

devour'd, and nothing but Want and Miſery en: 
ſues: And when he finds out his Fault, and ſers 
himſelf ſeriouſly to diſengage the Publick, and put 
the Revenue in Order, he is forc'd againſt his Inclis * 

ation, to add heavy Burthens, and oppreſs che 
eople with Taxes; and ſo he lofes their Hearts 
and they that Reverence they ought to haveforhim; +; 
However, next to preventing ſo great an Evil, tg 
ſafeſt Way, if it does happen, is, frankly to give up 

the Offenders; and make themanſwer for their. a. 

ions in that Place, to which yhe Conſtitution has 
entruſted the Enquiry into, and Puniſtiment of ſuch * 
Offences. A Prince ſhou'd never ſuffer an thiog that 4 
is Corrupt or Venal in his Palace. We have er 
remarkable Inſtance of this in Couſt ant iue: Aula. 
ſtance never to be forgotten, eitherby a read . 
or a free People. He, without ſtaying for 'Addrefeas 
ſes or Petitions, from the ſeveral Cities and Pro- 
ces of the Empire, proceeded of his own Accord, to 
remedy the Diſorgers grept into the Govergment 

| by a rapacious Miaiſtry. He thought it belom him 5 
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in theminilterial Parts of the Government, by a ſolemn 

© EDICT, inviting all ſorts of People, to accuſe ſuch of his 
Miniſters and Officers as had been Corrupt. 
I know, ſays a celebrated Author, many Obſtacles will be 
> - thrown in the Way, to baffle ſuch a Reformation. But a wiſe 
7- and reſolute Prince, will eaſily ſurmount all Oppoſition. The 
+ Cabals of a Party, the Difficulties ſome Men pretend to 
bring upon his Affairs; no nor the vaſt Sums of Money, at firſt 
- fraudulently.gotren, and now laid out to prevent Enquiry : 


neither them nor a thouſand other Obſtacles, will ever terri- 


+ fie or N ſuch a one, bent to reform the State, who 
has the Love ot his People, and whoſe Intereſt is one and the 
. lame with theirs. Much leſs need he apprehend the Merce- 
V nary and uaconſtant Crew of Place- Hunters, whoſe Deſigns 
ate always (een thro", who are deſpis d as ſoon as known, and 
1 who only lead one another. We have never yet heard of a Tu- 
* mult rais d to reſcue a Miniſter, whom his Maſter deſired to 
W bring to a fair Account; on the contrary, to ſee a few enrich'd 
- with the Spoils of a Country, has been the Occaſion of men 
5 Popular Seditions, which wiſe Kings have appeasd, by aj 
and timely Sacrifice. To conclude, if a King be ſevere in loo- 
5 King into his Accounts, if he be careful of the publick Mo- 


ney, if he examine into the Corruption of his Officers, if he 


enquire into the ſudden and exorbitant Wealth of thoſe w 
have hed the handling of his TREASURE; if hs 
+" Figoroufly puniſh ſuch as, in breach of their Truſt, and can 
+. frary to their Oaths, have cenverted to their own Uſe, what 
65 belongs to the State; if he abandon and reſigus into the Hands 
ol Jafticefuch as have robbed him and the Publick; and if he 
due back what was too great to give, and much too great to 
_ beask'd; tis with the univerſal Applauſe of the People, whom 
8 this Care relieves from frequent and heavy Taxes; he will be 
ig d by the Voices of all Mankind, in purſuing the Ends 


* for which he was Call d by the People, and his Name will be 


5 Breit to an future Generations. 
ren. | it . ) 


Nemo eſt tam ſtultus qui non intelligat, ſi dormierimus 

doe tempore, non modo crudelem & ſuperbam Domina» 
dem nobis ſeg & ignominioſam & flagitioſam eſſe feren- 

renne 
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u hatſoevet, but corrected Rapine, Oppreſſion and Bribery, 5 
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